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Chinese Ratepayers Laud 
Action Taken To Restore | 


‘ 


' Foreign Concessions 


Step Taken By Ministry Of Foreign Affairs To Form 
Special Committees To Delve Into Question 
Receives Support Of Local Body 


The appointment of COOUATEE SS ROE Ministry and they will be 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs} completely restored wiliin a short 
in preparation for the restoration] time 
of foreign concessions was landed “We should hereafter make 
by the Chinese Ratepayers Associa- |] ereat efforts to take over the fcreign 
tion in the Iaternation-i Settlement | settlements. As this is a matter of 
great importance, preparations 
should be made to carry out the 
nerot tions and to arrange for the 
dspo-al of the settlements after 
their restoration. 

“We appreciate the thourhtfil- 
ness of your Ministry in organiving 
special commuittces and devising 
Ways and mevns to effect the 
storation and we are sure thar 
will be able to satisfy the prople. 

“This Association, being an = or- 
vanization of the Chinvse  rate- 
payers of the International Settle- 
ment, is deep in its aspiration that 
you will strive to bring about the 
restoration in accordance with Dr. 
Sun's instructions within the shor- 
test possible period.” 

The appointment of the com- 


mittees was Officially announced by 
—vT en 


the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ‘in 
the afternoon of May 15. at Nen- iN 
king. ‘ ‘ 
The committee to make armunze- i 
ments for taking over the British, 
French and Itahan Concess:on i 
comprises:—Mr. Hsu Mo (Chair- ‘ 
man), Dr. F. S. Liu, Dr. Chod Wei, 
Mr. Wu Nan-ju and Mr. Yu Nen- 
mou. 
The committee to make arrange- 
ment for taking over the Interna- 
tional Concessicn is:—Mr. Frank Lee 
(Chairman), Dr. F. 8. Liu, Mr. Li 
Chin-lin, Mr. Tang Shao-hua anc 
Shu Yuan. , 
For taking over Japanese Con- | 
cessions the committee is Mr. Wang 
Chia-ting (Chairman), Dr. F. S. 


here. 

In a telegram addressed to the 
Ministry. supporting the new ar- 
ganization, the. Association ex 
pressed its aspiration that the goal 
will be reached within the shortest 
possible moment. 

The telegram reacis: 

“We are glad vo learn fois the 
newspapers that your Minis:ry 
organizing special conmmittce> 
effect the retrocession of the 
ious foreign settlements in China 

“With a view to overthrowing Im- 
perialistic invasion, the la’e Dr. 
Sun Yat Sen urged us to effect the 
restoration of our judicial rigiats, 
customs rights, and the forcign 
, Settlements. 

“The judicial rights and customs 
rights have been partly restored 
through the strenuous cfforts of 


F 
“} Liu, Mr. Victor Hp, Mr. San Wen- 
& TS chen, and Mr. Hsu Yan-vhin. 
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Temperate Reply To Mr._ 
R. G. McDonald’s Speech 


Association Officially Declares It Stands For Sino- 
Foreign Co-operation; Questions Raised At 
Town Hall Meeting Answered 


The temperate statement issued ; 
by the Shanghai Chinese Rate-! 
payers’ Association in reply to Mr./ 
Ranald G. McDonald's speech at: 
the ratepayers’ meeting, which we 
give below, deserves the careful 
consideration of évery forfi n 
Shanghat. The Association’ asserts 
that it sponsors Sino-forcign ¢o- 
operation and that Mr. McDonald's 
speech “tends to divide the popula- 
tion of the Settlement into two 
distinct and hostile camps” and 
“strikes at the root of amicable 
relationg between the ‘Chinese and 
the Brifish which their Govern- 
linents Jiave laboured to foster.” 
The Agsociation declares that the 
j increage -of Chineze representation 
on the Munjcipal Council is a 
imatter for official endorsement by 
jthe hinese authorities and the 
Powers concerned; that the rejec- 
tion of the resolution at the rate- 
payers’ meeting took place on the 
jxpar of the moment “when reason, 
ying was impossible; at the height 
of human emotion”; and that the 
rejection jhas only caused embar- 
rassment to all concerned. In 
conclusion it states that, actuated | 
by 2 genuine desire for co-opera- 
tion, it is content to-wait for the 
foreign community's rectification 
of the mistake. The full state- 
ment reads:— 
It is indeed regrettable not only 
to the Chinese but foreigners as 
well that the resolution introduced | 
hy the Municipal Council of the 
International Settlement of Shang- 
hai to increase Chinese representa- 
tion was rejected by the foreign 
ratepayers on April 16, following 
2 lengthy speech delivered by Mr. 
Ranald G. MeDonald in opposition 
‘to the increase. It is needless to’ 
[say that the rejection is a serious 
blow to the amicable friendship! 
betv cen the Chinese and the for-' 
eign communities — in Shanghai- 
which has been cherished for years; 
and it is fraught with the gravest’ 
consequences ‘for their future co- 
operation. 4 
Desire Co-operation 
This ‘Association is rather ~re- 
luctant to comment on a speech, 
which evidently by ideas long! 
since discarded and in which the 
whole frame of the*argument is 
Duilt on prejudices. ‘But motivated 
t}by a genuine desire to further 
\] Sino-foreign co-operation, we deem 


Ay ft 


it advisable to issue this statement 
to the public with the expectation 
that any misunderstandings that 
might possibly be caused in the 
foreign community following Mr. 
McDonald’s speech will be dis- 
persed. And at the outset, we 
have to reiterate our declaration 
made public a week ago to make 
explicit our stand: 


“The Shanghai Chinese Rate-]- 


payers’ Association hereby declare 
that the foreign ratepayers of the 
International Settlement of Shan:- 
lai have no right whatsoever to 
diseuss und decide upon anything 
ntfecting the rights and privileges 
of the Chinese ratepayers of ths 
Settiement. and that the rejection 
on April 16, 1930, by the foreign 
ratepuyers of the resolution to in- 
crease the number of Chinese seats 
on the Shanghai Municipal Council 
from three to five is ultra vires 
and therefore null and void." 
Strikes At Friendship 
It is plain to all that the utter- 
ances of Mr. McDonald are imbued’ 
with emotional appeals rather than 
logical reasoning and are fruitful 
of no other result than embarrass- 
ment to the foreign community 
and indignation of the Chinese 
people. The harangue, however 
eloquent, would have exerted no 
perceptible influence in a_ legis- 
lative assembly of a high order, 
but inesmuch as the meeting of 
the foreign ratepayers is more or 
less in the form of a mass mecet- 
ing and the ratepayers present did 
not have intimate knowledge of the 
question at issue, they were carried 
away by an emotional eloquence 
and apparently forgot that they 
were sitting in a hall which was 
situated in Chinese territory and 
outside its four walls there was, 
the mass of Chinese people who 
were the sovereign of the land. 
This Association further regrets 
that the move initiated by Mr. 
McDonald is digastrous in results 
as it not only tends to divide the 
population of the Settlement into 
two distinct and hostile camps, but 
strikes at the root of amicable re- 
lations between the Chinese and 
the British which their’ Govern- 
ments have laboured to foster. It 
is a matter for sincere regret not 
only to the British community in 
Shanghai but to the British 
authorities as well. . 
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c.t. DO. REGRET 


National “interests 

This Association is not in a 
position to answer the attacks Mr. 
McDonald directed towards the 
Municipal Council and the Council- 
lors. But there arg. a few ques- 
tions upon which he asks for en- 
lightenment. As regards his con- 
tention that the Chinese Members 
of Council devote their energy to 
the furtherance of iChinese inter- 
ests alone, we would like to point 
out that the Chinese Councillors 
will naturally stand for the inter- 
est of the Chinese community, for if 
suck: is not the case, the members 
of the Municipal! Council should 
be elected irrespective of national- 
seats on the Council to national 
groups would be meaningless. 
Nevertheless it will be readily 
seen that the Chinese ‘Councillors 
do not stand for Chinese interests 
alone and the foreign Councillors 
for the interests of all, if we only 
study the estimates of the Council 
to figure out for ourselves the 
amount of money appropriated 
for the welfare of the Chinese re- 
sidents and that for the welfare of 
the foreign community. The 
Municipal Budget bespeaks the 
differences without reserve. 

The May 30 Incident leaves a 
dark spot in the histery of the 
Settlement, and actuated by a 
sincere desire for co-operation, the 
Chinese ‘Councillors exerted what- 
ever influence they possessed to 
bring the question of compassion- 
ate’ grant to an amicable settle- 
z The Martyrs Cemetery was 
jliex of the 


@astructed by the fi 
deceased .who Volun 


earmark, 
ed a portion of the. grat totalling! 


$20,000 for the purpose, and the 
balance was met by free contribu- 
tions from the Chinese public for 
the memory of those whg eecrificed 
‘their lives on the altar Mf justice 
and humanity.. [I Mp to the 
Chinese people, the metery is 
yet too smal] to commemorate this 
event. 2 
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Letter To Judgé Feetham = a a Ao i mal 
As to the letter recently ]Mr. Mcljana ings up five 5 Sia ite Boe 
addressed to Judge Feetham by {points for ‘the cgspidcration of his prehension that the increase of | 
the Federation of the Street jandience, dnd these we shill refute | Chinese representation may lead 


Unions, this Association observes jin the order named. ipo the complete Chinese control of 
that as the letter 1.—It cannot be overlooked that ; he Administration, we have rea- 
grievances of the. fon to believe that no sane for-. 


he Chinese residents constitute 96 7 
in the Settle ner ever entertains the hope of 


er cent. of the population’ in the ner evi : 
terms, it nat _Teceives thefBettlement and their contributions aintaining the status quo in 
support of every:thinkinz Chinesé 


owards the maintenance of thef!Shanghai perpetually. That aj 
and arouses the sympathy of everyjeMunicipality amount to more than} change of the status: of cape iaey 
open-minded foreigner. DS per cent. of the total Municipal] is impending is fully a a. ae j 
If the anti-foreizn feelinggfFEVenue. Mr. McDonald’s emphasis oy the Council a a Re pa 
among the Chinese community ag{that the Council is described in thegpPore:an ape og Z - ae Beat ml 
alleged by Mr. MacDonald is ingftt™d regulations as “Council for{}Razement of Mr. Jus Wick ea 
any “way true, i is but a barometertfthe Foreign Community offpfas expert ie : : ed — 
with which to measure the degr hanzhai” merely gives rise to the}/ce™s the responsitle elements 
of mistreatment they receive fro: 


B* unequivecal 


xtreme Chinese view that the||the spe ae is hes are ee be 
. ae hinese residents should form an };| change withyas. li dislocation o: 
Chinese are a national people aiaQindependent Municipal Council for |local foreign interests as possible 
: oe hich ‘the fthemselves. 4 ae W.. 4¢ 
Se cermere Tih TE Ta tp China. cleats] Thin amsoton ate (tf 
#ent acute situation proves to the #VHO are under obligation to pay ||this Lig caged ae oe 2) nic 
ontrary what the lawyer so faxes are entitled to the right of ;|public its attitude towards 
ak SEY ly d the representation on an equa} basis |junhappy event: = 
PERSTHMN ETD mcbeliee oy ‘Witt foreign ratepayers that will 1—This Association always 
aoe ed gorge tne afford ample justification even for {sponsors the — cause of Sinot 
ROETBED Uh ONS: SREECH, NLT [Jroreizn co-operation. 3 
McDonald inquires into the sys- Chinese claim of 11 scate-on the 2.—The increase ‘of Chinese” 
tem follagved by this ig hot ouncil, not to speak of the pro- ikcpresentation on the Council is 
in the election of the C rin posed addition of two members % [Rh matter for official endorsement 
Members of Council, the num te, |the existing three. The increasé{ppy the Chinese authorities and the 
es poles naga hag ie the f Chinese representation will havé ‘owers concerned. 
srethnd telecon be the election of ithe effect of furthering Bs 3.—The rejection of the resoju- 
eae foreign co-operation in the ¥ SGition came on the spur of: the 


nioment when reasoning was im- 
possible at the beight of haman 
rimetion, thereby revoaling the 
‘ortcomings of the prezent ratc- 
payers’ meeting. f 

‘4-—The rejection simply causes 
nybarrassment to the foreien 
community and their respective 
overnments, and this Association 
ctuated by a genuine desire for 
‘o-operation is content to wait for 
he foreign community’s rectifica- 
ion of their past error and to 
nder them assistance only in so 
ar as is within legal and moral 
ounds. 

SHANGHAT CHINESE RATEPAYERS 

ASSOCIATION. 


the Chinese Councillors and the 
names and the number of the 
Chinese voters ‘are published in - Acie A 
the vernacniar Papers prior to racial, linguistic and pevehylogs 
formal election every year, and | #issimilarities. The dene 
this year the election system was {Wrought by the Chinese participge 
reported in detail in the loca}{tion in the Municipal Administra- 


foreign Press at the end of March. g tion during the past two years are 
That Mr. McDonald asks forg Tecognized in all respensible circles. 


enlightenment on- these matter: u.—The proposed increase of 
merely shows that he does nog gChinese representation to fulfil p 
even have a casual knowledge off! !omise made as early as 1 28 
what is zoing on in the Chinesa #8" Nothing to do with the expeet 
community in Shanzhai and thad fil report of Mr. Justice Meetham, 
his utterances naturally reveal hiss#pnd still less with any proposal 

¥or a constitution for a Greater 

Bhanghai which Mr. - McDonald 


i be ge of the evolution of the 
national life of China to-day. ; 
eye He pects to be put forward by some” 
esponsible body: For what the | 


says, he has been staying inj 
Shanghai for eight or nine years, 4 : 

report of Mr. Feetham will appear 
«© be, we suppose, is still unknown 


and we wonder whay>@will that 
help him even if he has been here : 
ten times as long. o the Judge himself at this stasze 
- : . iv hia investigation, and the se- 
Unpleasant Reminder aljed -concrcte proposal for a 
That despicable anti-Chinese [%3reater Shanghai is nothing more 
feeling which is felt throughout [than a castle in the air. Further 
the whole of Mr. MeDonatd’s more, the Judge has through th 
speech is especially noticeable in Chairman of, the Shanghai 
quoting. the mandate of Emperor {Municipal Council voited, his|} 
Chien Lung to Kinz George ITI fiapproval of the resclution the 
of _England in 1793, which is ) nidoption of which he considers to 
entirely irrelevant to the subject be in the gencra! interest. 
of his speech. The quotation is  4.—To call the passaze of ‘the 
for no her purpose than to resolution in question “fawning 
jinstill the’ same despicable anti- sycophancy” is ridiculous.. Hes 
Chinese feeling in his audience. Bnot Mr. McDonald. noticed that 
Here we recall the lawyer's wantda'fthe number of seats on the Mum- 
resort to history to support ipal Council of ‘the British Con- 
nd by quoting several ps ion at Tientsin is equally. 
from a speech of an early-Victorianh vided among the Chinese and 
‘writer in‘ praise of British - he foreign communities? And 
perialistic glory. thow. shall he style this action of 
y € e mathe British ratepayers in -that 
b asgrieved nations of the grit: mort? ig . 
nance of imperialism whim, 5.—As to Mr, MacDonald’s ap- 


ing their differences arisinz fron 


coeur. 


